The p53 tumor suppressor plays a major protective role in tumor prevention by coordinating changes in gene expression that lead to the elimination of cancer cells.
Introduction
The p53 tumor suppressor is a transcription factor that plays a critical role in eliminating tumor cells by coordinating changes in gene expression, leading to cell cycle arrest, senescence or apoptosis (1-3). Loss of p53 function occurs during tumor development through mutation or deletion of the TP53 gene (encoding p53) or altered expression of p53 regulators (4). p53 levels and function can be induced by a wide range 
